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Cast
Ottokar ...... ... ... ... ... ....... Son of Mirabella, in love with Arsena
Czipra [CHEE-prah] .......... .. ... ... .......... Gypsy Fortune-Teller
Count Carnero . . Deputy Chairman of the Imperial Privy Commission for Morals
Sandor Barinkay [SHAWN-dor BAH-rin-kye] . .. .. ...... ... The Gypsy Baron
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Pali .. . Gypsy Blacksmith
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Count Peter Homonay . ........ ... .. ... Governor of the Temesvar Province

Gypsies, Populace, Soldiers, etc.

Place & Time
The Bénat District of Temesvar Province in Southeastern Hungary
Vienna.
During the War of Austrian Succession, Mid 18th Century



SYNOPsis

During the 1716-1718 war between Austria and the Otoman empire, many of the landowners
of the Temesvdr Province in Southeastern Hungary sided with the Turks. After the Turks were
driven oul, the apostate landowners were exiled. Upon succeeding to the Austrian throne in 1840,
Maria-Theresa declared a general amnesty in hopes of rallying Hungary to the defense of her
beleaguered empire.

‘[q(it L. The Bénat District of Temesvar Province in Southeastern Hungary. To one side is
seen the fine home of Zsupan, a wealthy pig breeder, to the other the painted wagons of gypsies. At
the end of the day, the gypsy boatmen are returning from trading their metalwork. Ottokar has been
out fruitlessly digging for a fabled treasure which the last Pasha had supposedly stashed away before
fleeing. It’s Ottokar’s one chance to win the hand of Zsupan’s beautiful daughter Arsena (Ottokar’s
mother, Mirabella, is the girl’s governess. )

Count Carnero, Deputy Chairman of the Imperial Privy Commission for Morals, enters with
Sandor Barinkay, son of the exiled landowner, who finds most of his patrimony under four feet of
water, the dry parts occupied by the gypsies and Zsupan’s profitable pigs. The transfer deed requires
two witnesses. One is Czipra, th old gypsy matriarch. Czipra’s daughter, Saffi, is much taken with
Barinkay. Czipra reads the strangers’ palms, prophesying a brilliant future for Barinkay— if he will
spend a single night in the ruins of Castle Barinkay— and a jolting one for Carnero. Zsupan is
summoned as the second witness. Faced with a protracted lawsuit over land rights, Barinkay
suggests that he marry the farmer’s daughter, Arsena. Zsupan summons Mirabella to fetch the girl.
However Mirabella recognizes Carnero as her long lost husband. They had consummated their union
during the Battle of Belgrade 23 years earlier. Carnero meets his long lost son, Ottokar.

Arsena enters and the traditional wedding candy is served. Barinkay falls in love, but Arsena
is secretly in love with Ottokar. She insists that the man she marries must be at least a Baron, and
gives Barinkay the brushoff.

Czipra tells Barinkay that he was preordained to unite the gypsies as their Voyvoda, their
leader, that the gypsies will finally settle on his lands. Barinkay, left alone in the twilight, overhears
Saffi singing an old gypsy song about the sorrow and pride of her race. He is drawn to the song and
the singer, but is determined to win Arsena and be respectable. Czipra reveals that his father was not
exiled for treason, but because he had married a gypsy girl, by whom he had a son. They are
interrupted by Ottokar who has come to serenade Arsena. Barinkay realizes that he has been snubbed
by Arsena and her snobbish family.

The gypsies assemble. Barinkay, deeply bewildered, listens as Czipra tells the gypsies that
their Voyvoda has returned. Barinkay accepts them as his people. He summons Zsupan and tells him
that now he is a Baron, a Gypsy Baron, and will now claim his bride — Saffi! Arsena is insulted.
Zsupan is furious with the upstart who proposes to make gypsies respectable. Carnero forbids
Barinkay to marry a lowly gypsy.

‘ﬂ(‘it I In the ruins of Castle Barinkay, just before dawn the next moring. Barinkay and Saffi
are asleep. Czipra watches and waits. Czipra tells them of a dream she had, in which the ghost of
old Barinkay told her that the legendary Pasha’s treasure is hidden somewhere in that very room.
They tap on bricks till they find a hollow chamber and a fabulous golden treasure.



As the dawn breaks, the gypsies come to the castle to do their blacksmith work at the forge
set up in the ruins.

Zsupan, Arsena, Camero, Mirabella and Oftokar enter, on their way to Vienna, fleeing before
advancing troops. Carnero is furious that Barinkay and Saffi now insist that they are mamed
Immorality of any kind will nof be tolerated. '

In marches Count Peter Homonay, governor of the Temesvar. Prussia, France, Bavaria, and
Spain have declared war on Austria. The Turkish population threatens revolt. Homonay must raise
troops to fight for the Empress. Czipra secretly shows him a document which will solve many
problems. The gypsies are reluctant to fight for a country that has only persecuted them. Barinkay
convinces them by enlisting and offering his entire fortune for the cause. Everyone prepares {o
march to Vienna. But Carmero still refuses to allow Saffi to follow. At this point Czipra reveals the
content of the document. Saffi is not her child. In fact, she is the daughter of the last Pasha. She
must go with Homonay to help rally the disaffected Turkish population. Barinkay sadly disavows
their engagement and leads the newly formed gypsy regiment to war.

‘ﬂCt . The gates of Vienna. Austrian troops are everywhere triumphant. The sensational
exploits of the gypsy regiment are the talk of Vienna. Arsena has spent the entire time tasting the joys
of the big city, much to the shock of Carnero and Mirabella. Arsena discovers Ottokar in hiding. He
and Zsupén had been sent to fight in Spain but had scurried for cover at the first shot. Arsena prefers
a live coward than a dead hero. Zsupan shows up and concocts a wild yarn about his supposed
exploits on the battlefield. '

The gypsy regiment enters Vienna in triumph. Homonay notes Barinkay’s triple sacrifice for
his fatherland. His gold and lands are reinstated, he is created a baron — a real one this time.
Barinkay gives Arsena to Ottokar! In the distance he hears Saffi’s gypsy song. She rushes to his
arms — his third reward!

A full score and complete orchestral materials featuring this version of The Gypsy Baron are
available for purchase from:

WVD Press

William V. Dorwart

124 Maple Avenue

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004-3031 USA
Phone: (610} 667-3849

email: sales@wvdpress.com

Purchase of these materials does not constitute license to perform this English adaptation. For
performance rights please contact: '

Quade Winter

8 Cooper PL

Weehawken, NJ 07086 USA
(201) 867-7038

E-mail: EQWinter@aol.com
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ACT i

SV 1 ~ Inteoduction
Ottokar, Cziprs, Chorus of Gypsies

(The Bandt district of Temesvdr province, in southeastern Hungary. A wooded area. 4 swamp in the background. On one
side is the prosperous house of Zsupdn, the pig farmer. There is a balcony on the second storey. In front of the house is a
bench. On the other side are brightly painted Gypsy wagons, steps allowing entrance to them. It is late afternoon. At rise,
CZIPRA descends from her wagon onto the deserted stage. SAFFI follows.
Meanwhile other GYPSIES have entered.)

They tend their fire and prepare supper.
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S.A.

S.A.

(The offstage voice of PALI cries "Hollaho" and from behind the
reeds upstage, a rope end is thrown on. GYPSIES take the rope
and, as they sing, haul till the prow of the boat pokes through the
reeds. They unload the boat, spread fishing nets to dry, furl sails,
eook supper, elc.)
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CZIPRA Root up any truffles lately?

OTTOKAR Oh shut up! ‘

CZIPRA Or just trying to blend in with the future in-laws?

OTTOKAR Laugh on, old gypsy, but I'm going to find the Pasha's treasure
and I'm going to be rich.

@ Moderato con moto
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{OTT ] Old man Zsupén, the pig farmer, won't let me near his beautiful daughter Arsena, (sighs)
the real treasure!— unless 1 have money, and lots of it. Otherwise it's (shudder) join the

family business.

CZIPRA You've got the smell down pat.

OTTOKAR Czipra, have mercy! Everyone says you know where the Turks hid their treasure after the
last war.

CZIPRA Me? How should I know?
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OTTOKAR My mother says you used to mind the Pasha's children.

CZIPRA I'm as in the dark as anyone.
OTTOKAR I'm going to find that treasure and to hell with you.
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CZIPRA

You've been at it for two months.

OTTOKAR A loving heart knows no calendar.

CZIPRA

1 wish it knew a bath.
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PALI

You'd better hope the real owner of these lands never shows up.

OTTOKAR Not a chance. Everybody knows old Barinkay sided with the Turks during the last war.
The Austrians exiled him like the traitor he was.
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CZIPRA And your future father-in-law is going to have the devil's own time explaining what 5,000
prolific pigs are doing on land he never bothered to buy.
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OTTOKAR Zsupéan is a solid citizen and his pig farm is the biggest in the Temesvar. If anybody gets
evicted it'll be you gypsies.
CZIPRA But why? We're so picturesque.
PALI We tell your fortunes, we patch up your teapots.
OTTOKAR You should be run out of town, the whole lot of you! (EXxits into the house)
CZIPRA Charming little weasel. (Exits into the wagon.)
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CARNERO

BARINKAY
CARNERO

BARINKAY

CARNERO
BARINKAY
CARNERO

BARINKAY
CARNERO

BARINKAY

CARNERO
BARINKAY

CARNERO
BARINKAY

PALI
BARINKAY

JULESA
CARNERO
PALI
BARINKAY
PALI
CARNERO

(Enter CARNERO and BARINKAY)
And this is the estuary. There you are, Herr Barinkay. These are your family estates,
(Gesturing over the audience) as far as the eye can see.
All 1 can see is water.
And four feet below that are your estates. The only dry parts are here and that rise
over there: the ruins of Castle Barinkay.
Impressive. I’'m only a landholder for a day and already I have a ruin. T enter the
landlord business ready-venerable. And look: I have merry peasants.
A pack of thieving gypsies, nothing more.
Tut, tut, Carnero, never judge a shoe by its shine.
I would remind you that you are standing in the presence of the newly appointed
Deputy Chairman of the Imperial Privy Commission for Morals. This gypsy scum is
high on my list of rabble to keep an eye on.
Does that include me?
I can’t pretend that T approve of her majesty’s decision to grant a general amnesty to
the traitors of the last war with the Turks, but I’ve been ordered to return your
father’s estates to you and that’s what 1 intend to do.
No offense taken. Afier a lifetime spent living in a circus tent, I’d like to try the
country squire game.
With that glum bunch? Ha! Good luck!
Nonsense, all a landlord needs is to show some friendliness to his merry peasants. (7o
a GYPSY) Greetings, merry peasant. (The GYPSY snubs him)
You were saying?
Takes a bit of congeniality, that’s all. (Te PALL wkho is mending his fishing net) You
sir, how are the fish biting?
(Snubbing him) With their teeth, mostly.
Isee. (Trying his luck with a JULESA) Tell me, young lady, have you lived here all
your life?
(Giggling) Not yet.
Why is it you gypsies automatically distrust strangers?
Saves time.
Now, now, now, I’ve known many fine gypsies from my old circus days...
Don’t tell me: some of your best friends. ..
Why, of course! Surely you’ve heard of that great star of the center ring, Ludovic the
Lion Tamer — and his wife Wanda the Widow. (Blank looks from the GYPSIES)
My friends, I toured the courts of Europe with Molnar the Magnificent, world’s
greatest gypsy fire eater and sword swallower, until he was finally felled by that
scourge of his profession, indigestion.
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JV 2 ~ Ravinkay's Cnteance Song
Barinkay, Chorus
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BARINKAY

PALI

BARINKAY

CARNERO

BARINKAY
JULESA
BARINKAY
PALI

BARINKAY
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BARINKAY
CARNERO
BARINKAY
CARNERO
BARINKAY
CARNERO

JULESA
CARNERO

My official-looking friend here tells me I now own the lands you live on. My name
is Barinkay.
Of course, the general amnesty! You’re here to reclaim the lands that were stolen by
those dirty Austrians, a pox on them.
(The GYPSIES spit over their shoulders.)
1 thought it was the Hungarians.
(The GYPSIES spit over their shoulders.)
Old Barinkay turned traitor. His lands were confiscated when he sided with the
Turks.
(The GYPSIES spit over their shoulders.)
It wouldn’t be the first time a Barinkay backed the wrong horse.
Does this mean you’re going to be a wealthy landowner?
Only if fish pay rent.
That hasn’t stopped old man Zsupan — or his pig farms, which he’s running on your
lands.
Pig farms? 1didn’t notice any pig farms.
Wait’ll the wind shifts.
And who is this Zsupan fellow?
He has 5,000 pigs and a daughter.
A daughter? Is she attractive?
Very.
Good to know. Meanwhile, you said something about a deed.
Quite right. We require two local witnesses for the deed. Herr Zsupan is an obvious
choice for one. For the other... (To the GYPSIES) Do any of you read or write? (4
universal blank look) Anyone?
I saw old Czipra write something once.
Kindly direct me to this person at once. (4LL point to the wagon. CARNERO knocks
on the side of the wagon.)
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SV 3~ Ensemble 8- Fig FIolka

Czipre, Bavinkay, Cornero, S92, Zsupan, Chorus

Zsupan's lyric by
Ross Halper
CZIPRA (bellowing offstage) (Enters, sees CARNERQ, professionally humble)
WHO'S MAKING THAT BLOODY... I mean, who knocks at my humble dwelling?
(SALF] enters)
Allegretto moderato J=66
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CARNERO: CZIPRA "Read your palms, soothe your qualms.”
(in the fermata) CARNERO I am on official business, old woman. Come closer
Old Gypsy, we and take a look at this young man. His name is... (BARINKAY turns)
have need of you.
I
) f"\\ N e F——P?_'——'_ -
(R $ —— =1 4
v % : X | Y
rp
Cm| y J = > ¥ —Y T I [ - I
a—) < I I < —— -9 tﬁ#——ﬁ—i——
‘ ! ' ‘ 7
' . CZIPRA
CZIPRA (Gasps in astonishment) Barinkay!!! (in the fermata)
CARNERQO How did you know? What the Father lost
CZIPRA Those eyes! For twenty years I have waited to see those eyes again! the son has found! ’
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CARNERQO I am Count Carnero. [ represent the Imperial Government

on official business. (Presenting the document) Please sign here.
CZIPRA What's that?
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CARNERO

Herr Barinkay is here to reclaim his ancestral lands.
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BARINKAY
ZSUPAN
CARNERQO

ZSUPAN
CARNERO
ZSUPAN
CARNERO
ZSUPAN
CARNERO
ZSUPAN
CARNERO
ZSUPAN

BARINKAY
ZSUPAN
BARINKAY
ZSUPAN

BARINKAY
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BARINKAY
ZSUPAN
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ZSUPAN
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BARINKAY
ZSUPAN
BARINKAY
ZSUPAN
BARINKAY
ZSUPAN
BARINKAY

So you’re the mightiest pig farmer in the Temesvar?

Prince of Pork, Sultan of Squeal, that’s me.

I am with the Austrian Imperial Government. My name is Count Carnero, 1 am
Deputy Chairman of the Imperial Privy Commission for Morals.

The imperial privy? Those Austrians! They've got a bureaucrat for everything!

I would like you to witness this document with your signature.

Define “signature.”

Just make a mark of some kind.

Can I draw a little piggy?

It would make my day.

I draw the cutest little curly tail. (Almost signs) Oh, just what am I signing?

A deed which will transfer all the Barinkay lands to Barinkay.

Barinkay, Barinkay... Now there's a tune I've whistled before. Say, you don’t mean
old Barinkay who used to own this area (Gesture over the audience showing extent
of lands)?

And who now owns all these lands (Broader gesture)

You mean all these? (Smaller gesture)

And these. (Corrects ZSUPAN'S gesture)

But you don’t want these lands anymore. They’re all swampland now. And besides,
I’'m using them:.

For what? You said yourself they were swamps.

And mud... mmm, yes, nice mud, squishy mud, mud is good. Pigs love mud. Makes
them feel all reproductive like. Nothing works up a good head of family values in a
pig like a good wallow in the muck,

I see problems, friend pig farmer: boundary disputes...

Boundary disputes!

Easements and encumbrances...

Easements and encumbrances!

Headleases, subleases, and duplicate certificates of indefeasible titles...

Whatever.

By the way, I understand you’ve got a beautiful daughter.

What’s that got to do with anything?

A very beautiful daughter.

(Suspicious) Depends on what you’ve got in mind.

What I propose is to propose.

Well, I guess she is rather pretty.

And form an alliance between the two of us.

In fact, she’s beautiful!

Your pigs on my land,
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CARNERO
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CARNERO

CARNERO

Just keep talking, she’s getting more gorgeous by the minute!

Living in perpetual community property.

Mister, all 1 can say is: sonnyboy! You’ll like my daughter.

passionately.

But we haven’t even met yet.

Good, cause after the marriage, it’s all downhill. Somebody call the girl’s govemess.

(Yelling) MIRABELLA! We’ve got to get things ready. (7o IRMA) Go tell my

daughter she’s going to get married. Tell her to brush her teeth.

I warn you, sir, this must be done properly, by all the traditions. ..

Traditions, hey we’ve got traditions: the veil, the wedding candy — MIRABELLA

— the rice, the honeymoon — (70 BARINKAY) Ha, ha, 1 leave that to you, don’t 17
(MIRABELLA enters in a fury, followed by OTTOKAR)

Wedding? Who said wedding? Not while 7’m the girl’s governess!

(Aside) My Arsena can’t get married!

There’ll be no wedding around this house till I look this fellow over!

{(Hurriedly) Fine, fine, this is Sandor Barinkay, he’s handsome, rich, owns all my land

and if he doesn’t marry Arsena, I'm squished. And that fellow over there, that’s his

friend the outhouse inspector.

I beg your pardon, 1 am the Deputy...

LUDOVICO!!!

MITZI!!

You’'re here!

You’re alive!

I thought you were lost!

I thought you were dead!

How long has it been?

It’s been years, (looking her up and down) and years and years and years.

Oh how we once loved one another!

1 left with my regiment and never saw you again.

That’s not exactly true, Ludovico.

Mirabella!

I can conceal it no longer. It was at the Battle of Belgrade 23 years ago. Your

regiment was called up to fight the Turks. Unable to live without you, I disguised

myself in one of your regimental uniforms...

Mitzi, you didn’t...!!

Yes, Ludovico, I enlisted!!!

She loves you
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CARNERO Fear not, my love, ours was but a youthful indiscretion.
MIRAB. But sometimes youthful indiscretions grow up, darling,
CARNERQ Exactly how do you mean that, dear?

MIRAB Ludovico — shake hands with your son. (Jadicates OTTOKAR)

CARNERO Son?!

OTTOKAR Father?1? (They stiffly shake hands) Uh... father.
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CARNERO Son — I have a son! He seems to have grown well. Learned to talk and everything.

MIRAB. He's just started noticing girls. Your timing is impeccable.
ARSENA  (From the house) Yoo-hoo! Papa, Mirabella!
ZSUPAN Quick, quick, run off, get things ready.

(MIRABELLA exits into the house)
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ZSUPAN

BARINKAY
ARSENA

Well, Barinkay? You like? You like?

She’s delightful — aren’t you my sweet?

That’s my papa, always doing quaint little things for me, bringing me little treats. A
pet sow, a hushand.

Anything for my little piglet. Come kiss your future hubby.

(Frantically aside to ZSUPAN) You can’t do this!

Later, boy!

You go through with this and Tl tell him how his land got turned into a swamp!
Go to your room!

Congratulations, Barinkay.

“Barinkay?” A mere empty, unaccompanied “Barinkay?” No “Duke,” no “Count”
Barinkay?

What you see is what you wed.

Not even a family tree?

Just you and me and a lot of little acorns.

1 don’t think so.

But piglet, he owns lots and lots of land.

1t fell ight in my lap.

But you have no title. What about breeding?

Oh we’ll do lots of that.

But what am I to call you?

I’'m sure you’ll think of a lot of things to call me.

My dear whatever-your-name-is, you’re missing the big picture here. I couldn’t
possibly settle for anyone lower than, say, Baron. Yes, that’s it: at least a Baron.
(Bewildered) But— but——

Papa, we’ve got our position to think of]

(Trying to embrace her) Can’t we make an exception...

(Stopping him) Ah ah ah! Baron?

No.

Sorry.

We had it all arranged!

You heard the girl, I have my position to think of. I never knew I had one till now.
Ain’t life just full of surprises.

But we’re engaged!!!

Sorry, but in my book Bridegroom equals Baron. You understand. Why, if T weren’t
particular about such things, I could marry, say, one of these gypsies — and nobody
could sink that low!
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ALLTHE GIRLS (4s IRMA, ETELKA, JOLAN, ILKA gather up the uneaten candy)
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(ALL exit, except CZIPRA who sits near her fire, and BARINKAY who sits apart, alone)
BARINKAY Welcome home, Sandor Barinkay — a stranger on my own estate, with empty pockets and
an emptier stomach. Lord of a broken-down castle where I'm to spend a night nursing a
broken-down heart. Could anyone be more rejected than I am?
(SAFFI enters)
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BARINKAY
SAFFI
BARINKAY
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BARINKAY
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SAFFI

BARINKAY
SAFFI
BARINKAY

CZIPRA

BARINKAY

My mother used to sing that song to me.

Nothing’s changed about it. We still wander and we’re still hated.

I suppose that’s what makes it so beautiful.

The memories of past times, the hopes of a better future.

What is your name?

Saffi.

And mine 1s...

Sandor Barinkay.

You know me?

It’s a name well known among us gypsics. We’re glad you returned.

After my parents died, I spent most of my life wandering all over the map, always
arriving, never returning. Sometimes my name was all I had.

It is a name of honor.

I’m glad somebody thinks so. My erstwhile fiancee seems to have doubts.

She is no better than you.

At least she’s spent her life in one place.

Living on your rightful lands.

(With a wry smile) “Lands?” Do I measure them in acres or gallons?

It was Zsupan who turned them into swamps so he could breed his pigs. If we
drained them, they could be the richest lands in the province.

He made his fortune. He’s gotten rich, built a home, had a family...

Arsena knows nothing of the world.

I almost envy her ignorance. My only memory of this place is when I left it. I've
spent my whole life wandering from place to place. Lord, how I hated that! It made
me strong and sharpened my wits and I can’t tell you how often I wished that T was
weak and dull witted with one roof over my head and my own land under my feet.
We gypsies have a legend of one who will end our wandering, who will begin a new
life for us. We called him Voyvoda. In my day we believed your father was him. He
promised to let us settle permanently on his lands. But that was not to be.

Perhaps so, but things are different now. If I’'m to be a landowner, I must think of my
position in the community.
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CZIPRA

SAFTI

CZIPRA

Your father thought of higher things.
This is not my father’s time.
He was an honorable man,
He was a fool, a stupid fool! He sided with the enemy. He ruined my life with his
stupidity!
Your father never sided with the Turks. That was only the excuse they gave. He
committed a far greater sin in their eyes — he mixed his pure, noble blood with that
of a filthy gypsy. And when his gypsy slut had the temerity to produce a fine baby
boy, old Barinkay was stripped of his lands and his nationality and sent into exile.
That’s when they invented the falsehood of collaboration. You see, in their minds,
even a traitor to his country is not as bad as a traitor to his race.
You’'re lying!
Why should I lie?
You want me to give my lands to you gypsies.
By making you want to strangle me on the spot? Is that my clever plan?
Even if it were true, it’s been forgotten. The Empress herself has forgiven me.
A royal decree has shuffled names on a map. It has not erased a single prejudice or
softened a single heart.
1 will marry Arsena. She will be my wife. I don’t know how, but somehow 1 will
convince her and T will finally live a settled life with settled people.
And leave us to continue wandering.
You have my sympathy. But I must do what I must.
And we understand. We always do. Let no more be said about it.
I suppose I’d better find a place to spend the night.
You must sleep in your father’s castle.
A bit drafty isn’t it after all these years?
Our gypsy blacksmiths have converted part of it into a forge. It’s no summer palace
but the roof doesn’t leak.
(Taking his hand) Come, we will show you the way. It’s our way of welcoming you
back.
Wait, someone’s coming!

(BARINKAY, SAFFI, and CZIPRA hide behind the wagon and watch.)
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