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Cziprs, Barinkay, Safft

(In the main hall of Castle Barinkay, ruined and long uninhabited, the bare stonework visible behind
tattered heraldic barmers. Upstage, by the hearth, are the forge and bellows that the gypsies use for
smithing. The fire glows softly. At the back are tall windows through which landscape and sky can be
seen. Dawn is just breaking. SAFFI and BARINKAY lie asleep. CZIPRA is awake, watching the dawn

break.)
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CZIPRA
BARINKAY
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BARINKAY
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CZIPRA

BARINKAY
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SAFFI
BARINKAY
CZIPRA
SAFFI
BARINKAY
CZIPRA

SAFFI
CZIPRA

(£ntering) She loves you very much.

You know that was some performance you gave yesterday.

I don’t know what you mean.

I must say, you’re better than anyone we had in the circus.

I bow before professional praise.

And that leaves my reading.

Give 1t time, all things come to fruition.

“True love and lots of money.” Strictly generic. No surpnises there.

You never can tell.

(Looking around the room) Unless that crystal ball has a few tips on how I'm
supposed to go about sprucing up this old mausoleum. I could sure use some of the
Pasha’s treasure that everyone says must be poking around here.

(Eyeing him significantly, maneuvering herself near him) Tell me, do you believe
in the Pasha’s treasure?

Oh 1 suppose not.

Sounds a bit too good to be true, eh?

That it does.

Well, I can assure you not a single word of it is true. No, not a single... AHHH! (She

Jalls in an extravagant faint, managing it so that BARINKAY just manages o caich

her. SAFFI enters just in time to see it.)

Mother!!! What happened?

I don’t know — we were just talking along, then boom.

OHHHH!

Give her air, give her air.

I'm giving her all I've got.

(Delirious) Yes, master... yes, master... I will tell him... fear not... and rest in peace...
(Comes out of the trance)

Mother what happened?

A viston — and in an instant all has been made clear.
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CARNERO

(Running on) Palil Pali! Zsupan and his people are stuck in a great big wagon
loaded with luggage. They were trying to get over the hill.
Alright, everybody, to that wagon; you know what to do.
(The GYPSIES all exit. Enter BARINKAY, SAFFI and CZIPRA. BARINKAY
runs to the window.)
What’s going on?
There, that wagon stuck on the pass. Happens all the time. Qur people know what
to do.
Now wait a minute, if I'm going to be one of those Voyvoda fellows, I can’t have my
people running around looting wagons.
(From below someone pounds on the front door)
(Shouting below) OPEN THE DOOR! IN THE QUEEN’S NAME, OPEN THE
DOOR!
(Shouting out the window) IN THE QUEEN’S NAME, LIFT THE LLATCH.
Oh.
But what were they doing on that road in the first place, with all that baggage?
That’s the road to Budapest — and to Vienna. Looks like they’re pulling rank on the
Gypsy Baron.
(Running on) Help! Stop them!
(Following) Thieves!
(Following) Highwaymen!
I’m being robbed! Those thieving gypsies are all over my wagon like ants on a baked
ham!
You won’t get away with this, Barinkay. An attack upon me is an attack upon the
empire itself.
Empires are not in the habit of getting stuck in the mud. What are you doing on that
road anyway?
Haven’t you heard? Belgrade is under siege!
Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, they’ve all declared war.
The Turks are up in arms!
We’re getting out while the getting’s good.
(ARSENA and OTTOKAR enter, followed by the GYPSIES)
Papa, stop them! My gowns, my hatboxes, everything. They stripped the whole
wagon and carted everything off.
I will summon the garrison! T will order in troops! Thieves, all of you.
You will find all your baggage safely waiting for you on the other side of the hill, and
your wagon brought across. Our people perform this service quite often for travelers
foolish enough to try and make the pass during the wet season.
Barinkay, I expressly forbade you to have illicit relations with this lowly gypsy girl.
1 bow to your imperial zeal, but there’s nothing illicit here. In fact, we’re married.
Married???
Yes: it was a touching ceremony.
{The music begins) Oh really? And who officiated at the ceremony?
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CARNERO  Cardinals! Storks! Nightingales!
MIRAB A fine registrar's office.
CARNERO  Must write this down: cardinal... stork...
BARINKAY That's two storks.

CARNERO You mock me now, but I have plans, oh yes, I have plans. The Imperial Privy Commission
for Morals has barely begun.
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(Pounding from below)
BARINKAY My castle is getting popular. (Leans out the window) Come on up, whoever you are.
ARSENA {Who has picked up a coin) Papa, 1 have a question.
ZSUPAN  Is it about morals?
ARSENA No, it's about coins. What kind is that?
ZSUPAN  Dinged if T know. Looks like gold.
OTTOKAR (Picking up a coin, showing it to CARNERQ) Here's another.
CARNERO Why, that's Turkish.
OTTOKAR And another! (Fxcited) Hey, it's the Turkish treasure! Somebody found the Turkish

treasure!
(EVERYBODY excitedly scrounges for more coins.)
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JV© 12-0 ~ Pecruiting Song
Homeonsy, Chorus

(From upstage enter COUNT HOMONAY attended by TWO ADJUTANTS, one of whom carries wine
cups, the other a small wine barrel. During the song, they serve a cup of wine to each man)

Tempo di marcta moderato assai
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ZSUPAN
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CZIPRA
HOMONAY

SAFFI
HOMONAY

CZIPRA
BARINKAY

HOMONAY
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ZSUPAN
OTTOKAR
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HOMONAY
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HOMONAY
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HOMONAY
CARNERO
HOMONAY
CARNERO

Men, T like your spirit. ! am Count Peter Homonay, governor of the Temesvar. I am
here to raise troops to fight for our homeland. Finish your drinks and come have
another.

If there’s anything I like it’s good fellowship and free drinks.

A refill for my comrade.

(Drinking his second cup) First rate, really first rate. What kind of wine is it?
Recruiting wine. Whoever drinks a second cup is automatically enlisted in the army.
(Choking on if) What? The army? But I'm too nich to fight.

Your fatherland salutes you. Who else will take a second cup and join my regiment?
(Nobody accepts) What? Is this the famous gypsy spirit? Men, your country is at
war. She needs soldiers. (Nobody moves) 1 see. So this is how you gypsies behave
when your country needs you.

Much the same way our country behaves when we need it.

The armies of Prussia, France, Bavaria, Saxony are all marching on Austria. Our
Turkish population threatens revolt.

Your empire is nothing to us.

And when they capture Vienna and overrun Hungary, what do you think they’ll do
to you?

Treat us like dirt, just like the Hungarians, the Romanians, and the Ottomans all have.
We are equal-opportunity dirt.

Count Homonay, I can’t order my people to join this war of yours; I can only offer
myself.

Good! Here’s a man of courage! And the rest of you?

Gypsies, 1 know your country has not been good to you, but it’s all you’ve got, and
it needs you now. Count Homonay, if our country needs our sacrifice, let it start
here. (He produces the treasure)

The Pasha’s treasure!

See, I told you!

Bravo! That’s the spirit!

Count Homonay, I must protest. This man is ot acceptable moral material for our
armies.

Who are you?

Count Ludovico Carnero, Deputy Chairman of the Imperial Privy Commission for
Morals.

Impressive title.

He gets paid by the word.

I am prepared to overlook petty indiscretions in my soldiers.

This man is having sinful relations with a gypsy trollop.

Oh, who?

Her.
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(Looking SAFFT over) Good choice. I'd have done it myself.

The man has no morals!

The man has courage, an eye for the ladies, a whole lot of gold, and morals be
damned.

But these men are no soldiers, they’re a mere rabble!

We're also the best metalworkers in the Temesvar. Look at this.

(The GYPSIES show HOMONAY muskets, swords, pikes, helmets, etc.)
(Examining a musker) Superb workmanship! T've seen enough. Gypsies, are you
with me?

We are!
Then step right up and enlist for Queen and country!

(EVERYONE gathers upstage around the TWO ADJUTANTS, backs to the

audience. CZIPRA takes HOMONAY downstage to one side.)

Count Homonay, a word with you.

What is it?

That uprising among the Turks. It’s worse than you let on. Already there’s been
bloodshed.

How did you know?

Gypsies wander every road in Europe. Bad news travels fast. This may solve your
problem. (Hands him a document)

(Reads if) Why... this is incredible! But the girl. ..

Is my daughter. In this document is her past and her future.

If this is genuine...

it is, I will swear to it. The seal alone is irrefutable.

This changes everything! I must get both of you to Vienna as soon as possible! 1
promise you, your country will not forget this.

There is only one thing we want.

What’s that?

Full citizenship for the gypsies. Full rights under the law. An end to wandering, an
end to persecution.

You have earned it a thousandfold. You also know that there are some things that
not even an Empress can guarantee. You have my word that T will do everything in
my power to give you the reward you ask for. I’'m sorry, that’s all T can promise.
This is the tragedy of the gypsy: we never believe, but we always hope.

(Coming down) Homonay, I must renew my protest. I will take this to the highest
levels.

Just remember: a victorious army is forgiven many sins.

And otherwise?

If there is an otherwise, both you and T are out of a job. Men, prepare to leave. We
march to Vienna!
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